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Early beloved Brethren and Fellow Members of the 
Church of England, it is to you that I now Write 


as a Friend, and a Brother, for Iam ſure we ſhould 
beſoone to another, and our Saviour maketh it the Great 
viſible Badg of Chriſtianity. For he faith, By this ſhall all 
Men know that ye are my Diſcipter if ye have Love one for 
enother. Now 
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Now to love the Lord our God with all our Hearts,and 
our Neighbours as our felves, being the true Foundation of 
Chriſtianity, let us Encourage one another in the practice of 
the Duty juſt now mcntioned,and let us not refuſe the hard- 
eſt, and moſt ſevere Rules, rhar are preſcribed in Order to 
it. Though poilbly at firſt Tryal they mav. be hard, yet 
cu{tome hi make them eaſi-, for thus faith Chriſt, My Toke 
is caſte, and my Burthen 3s light, | 

And that you ſhould not only begin, but hold alſo out 
to the End, you muſt not anly da this. your {clves, but En. 
courage one another to do the ſame; and tho' you have ſeen 
by {gd Experience mat ſome" havq begun in the pitt, and 
ended in the Fleſh? Yet et got phis Diſeourage you, but 
take your Saviours Alvicz, St. Mit.1o. 22, For ke that indureth 
to the End ſpall ke ſaved.For be tels us in St; Lake g. 62. Na wan 
having \ſe his' Hawtl-to the Plow, -and looktrg back ts fit for the 
Kingdom of wh Frierefore $5 ye have begun, eageavour 
to go on, from Virtue to'Virtue; and you that have found the 
comtort of leading agoad Life,the, Joy,and Pleaſure of a gocd 
Conſcience, the Advantage and Benefit of irequenting the 
Sacrament, the Comfort and Satifattion of trequenting the 
Publick $ervice of the. Church; that now fee the Odiouſ- 
neſs of thoſe Sins that others dote upon, the Deformity of 
thoſe Vices others wallow in: You that ſce the Beauty of 
that Virtue that others ſcorn, who taſte the Charms of that 
Grace that others Laugh at, weeing the reafonableneſs of 
' Corrftr-Preceprts, which others count an-1ntotterable Yoke 5 
and have {ome ſenſe of another World, while Thouſands 
hve, as if there were none. Ina Word, you thak (ge the 
Neceſſity of. Holineſs, while others make a Mock at jt: Q/ 
| Jet not theſe Comforts be hid within your Areaſts, but know- 
ing 'your {clves Converted, ftrengthen. your Brethren ab 1t 
& Commandec, 'St, Exke 22. 32. And that you ſhould all 
fincerely ſet about this Duty, is the Chick, and only _—_— 
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this Letter: And fince it is Charity to diret'the Blind in 
his 'way, or if we ſee our Neighbour in datiger of being 
Robbd, or his Houſe in danger of being Burnt, - to run and 
help him is Charity. Then certainly it is greater Charity 
to Inſtruk the Ignorant , by ſhewing them the right 
way to Salvation. And therefore if you ſee your Brother, 
or Fellow Servant in danger of being ruined by keeping ill 
Company, or their Souls in danger-ot-Hell Fire, by Propha- 
ning God's Sabbath, Neglecting his Laws, and forſaking his 
Commandments; to help ſuch by Godly Advice, and good 
Example mutt be a far greater deed of Charity, and your 
Duty too For thus ſaith the Lord, Levit. 19. 17, Thon 
ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thy Heart : Thou ſhalt in any tviſe 
Rebuke thy Neighbour,” and not ſuffer Sin upon him. Be not 
guilty of this great Crime, upon what pretence ſoever, But 
Exhort one another daily, while it is called to Day, leaft any of 
you be hardned through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, as Heb.3. 13; 
Knowing that he which Converteth a Sinner from the Errours 
of his ways, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a mul- 
titude of Sins, Epilt. of St, James 5. 20. and that you may do 
this regularly and in order, take our Savionrs Advice, 
Mat. 7.5. Firſt caſt the Beam out of thine own Eye, then thou 
maze(s. ſee clearly to caſt out the Mote which is in thy Brothers 
Eye. And if a man be overtaken itt a fault, reſtore him in the 
Spirit of meekneſs, Gal. 6. 1. and build him up again in 
the Lord. All the Texts almoſt of Holy Scripture point to 
this Dury, either by Exhorting, or Commanding us to ſer 
about this neceſſary Work : Firſt, To lead Good Lives 
our ſelves, and then to Encourage others to do the fame. 
It is not Controverſie that I exhort you to, nor to meddle 
much with thoſe of another Perſwaſton, for that is the Mi- 
niſters Work, but this is your one thing needful, to med. 
dle with thoſe that own the ſame Church, and Profefs the 
{ame Faith, and yet AC contrary to it, in their Lives and 
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Converſations. Put theſe in mind of their Baptifmal Vow, 
how they then Promis'd to Renonnce the World, the Fleſh , 
and the l, and yet live within the Embraces of them 
all; that they dare blame others for their unbelief, while 
they live like Atheiſts themſelves 3 that they dare condemn 
others for their ſcparation from the Church when their own 
Lives, and Converſations are quite contrary to the worthy 
Doctrine thereof ; That they dare Reproach others for 
want of (criouſneſs, when they live looſe Lives themſelves, 
and conſequently are fo far from remembring their Creator 
in the Days of their Youth, that they live in almoſt all man- 
ner of (ins. 

But intreat them to take the wiſe Mans Counſel Eccleſ 5. 
& 7. That they make no tarrying to turn to the Lord God, and 
put it not off from Day to Day ; Put them in mind of the 
great Benefit of a Holy Life, and early Piety, and what a 
Pleaſure it will be, when they come to die, to look back 
upon a well ſpent Life; and you that have already taſted 
thoſe Joys, which are the produdts of a good Conſcience, 
and the Pleaſures of a good Life and Godly Converfation,be 
not afraid toencourage others todo the ſame;but fince you ſee, 
that wicked Men take ſuch pains to ſerve their Luſts,to pleaſe 
their appetites, and gratifie their Senſes, why ſhould not you 
take ſame painsalſoto ſerve your God, toadvance his Glory, 
yea, and to Encourage others likewife to do the ſame; and 
if there be but twoin a Street that intend really to ſerve 
God,to frequent the Sacrament, and Prayers of the Church, *y 
Tet them make it their buſineſs to Encourage two more to 
do the ſame, and let your Prayers be frequent and fervent 
ta God, that he would increafe the Number of True Be- 
levers, and that it would pleaſe him to bring into the way 
of Truth all (ach as have Erred and are Deccived. 

O Brethren, if you would have God Honoured, and his 
Laws obeyed, ſet about this work, and let men fee, you are 
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(5) 
of the beſt Religion, by yourliving or the beſt Lives, and 
as our Reverend Divines are not wanting in Publick, do 
you take care to do it in Private, and eſpecially to thoſe 


" with whom you have free liberty to Converſe, according 


to St. Paxls Advice, Thefſ. 5. 14, WV Warning them that are 
waruly, Comforting the Feeble minded, ſupporting the Weak , 
patient towards all Men ;, ſeeitg that none render Evil for Evil 
fo any man, but ever follow that which is Good, both among your 
ſelves, and to all Men, and if you are Laughd at for your 
pains 3 Conſider that Blefled are they, who ſhall be Reviled 
for Chriſts ſake 5 you may poflibly caſt your Pearl before 
Swine, but let them know that mock at Piety, whata fad 
after reckoning they ſhall have, when the judgment ſhall 
be ſet, and the Book opened, 5th. of Wiſdom, Ther ſays 
Solomon, ſhall the Righteous Man ſtand in great boldneſs before 
the Faceof ſuch as have afflicted him, and made no account of his 
L abowrs,when they ſee it,they ſhall be troubled with a terrible 
Fear,and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrangneſs of this Salvation, 
fo far beyond all that they looked for; then they Repenting, 
and Groaning for anguiſh ſhall ſay within themſelves, 7h3s 75 
he whom we | hd ſometimes in Derifion, and a Proverb 
of Reproachy we Fools counted bis Life madneſs, and his End 
to be without honour, how is he Numbred among the Chil- 
dren of God, and his Lot is among the Saints. Then in 
Sorrow and Grief of Heart ſhall they Cry out upon them- 
ſelves 3 What hath Pride profited us £ Or what good hath Riches 
with our vaunting brought us £ All theſe things are vaniſh'd 
like a ſhadow,and as a Poſt that paſfeth by 3 but the Righ» 
teous live for evermore, their reward alſo is with the moſt- 
Higheſt. Intreat them therefore, that they ſtand in aw, and 
Sin not, that they Die unto Sin, and live unto Righteouſneſs , 
beſeeching them to Conſecrate the Morning, and the youth 
of their Age to God, making them enfble of the Benefit 


of Reigning over their ſinful Defires, and Paſſions, beg of 
| then 
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themto curb their Anger, and Refrain their Luſts, Mode- 
rate their Joys, and watch over their ſenſual Delights, to 
keep themſelves within bounds, to Conquer their hatred to- 
wards their fellow Chriſtians, to grow Eminent 1n the love 
of God, and to advance in Charity to their Neighbours, to 
kill their Covetouſneſs, and ſfurmount the Hills of Pride , 
_ to keep Holy God's Sabbath, and to obey his Laws. Tell 
them that without doing theſe things, they ſerve not God, 
but themſelves, and are fo far from being Subjects to him, 
that they make themſelves profeſſed Servants of the Devil. 
Lay open ta them, what a Glorious Benefit it is to be a Sub- 
Ct to the King of Heaven; and what a Gracious Privi- 
tedge to ſubmit to his Laws, and become his Servant, that 
this will make them Govern their inordinate Paſltons 
and Luſts, for all theſe fleſhly Enemies by God's Grace and 
Afliſtance, (hall be put in Subjection under their Feet + That 


he who can do this is a King indeed, for it hath been ac- 


knowledg'd by all Wife Men 1a all Ages, that he that Con- 
quers theſe Rebels is a greater Commander, than he that 
lays whole Cities and Countries waſte,for in ſubduing theſe 
he Ads but according to his Brutiſh Appetite : But in Con- 
quering theſe inordinate deſires, he overcomes bimfelf, and 
1n that confifts the higheſt perfkeQtion of Virtue, O te}l them 
therefore that defire either to be happy in this World, or 
in the World to come; that they Firſt ſeek the Kingdom of 
God and his Righteouſneſs, and then all other things (hall be ad- 
ded unto ihew. Exhorting, that they think it not enough 
tq give him the ſleepieſt hours of the Day, while they be- 
{tow the lively upon the World, for to fin as long as they 
can, and then to turn to God, is to play with Religion. 
Fisft to ſecure our Temporal Intereſt, and then to think of 
raking fure of Everlaſting Life, is to imagine that Ged 
and Death will forbear us till our Old Age, although we 
have given our Youth and tender Years unto the __ 
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defire them not to flatter themſelves with a fancy that they: 
may go on in Wickednefs, as well as their Neighvours, or 
the reſt of their Companions,and yet live to Repent at laſt; 
for how many alas have been cut off in this Childiſh ſtupidt- 
ty,and they know not with how ſinall a Thread the Sword 
of Juſtice hangs over their own Heads, for though” God is 
Merciful, yet he is juſt, and hatha Trumpet of War ro af. 
fright the ſinner from his Wickedneſfs, as welt as a Scepter 
of Love to encourage and allure the Gaod : He hath Ma- 
gazines of Vengeance, Store-houſes of Curfes, and can ruin 


a finful Creature a Thouſand ways; and yet how Merry not» 


withſtanding all this ts the Drunkard over his Cups,and how 
boldly doth the Swearer ſend up his dreadful Oaths to Hea- 
ven, and all this becaufe God is.mercitul, and long ſuffering. 
But CO let them know, what a terrible abufe it is, to let God's 
Mercv - provoke them tq -Wantonneſs, and his Patience to- 
cauſe Sin to live in thear Souls; that-his Goodneſs ſhould 
rempt them to be fooliſh, and his Compaſſion tempt them 
to affront his G!ory, that his kindneſs ſhould prove thetr 
Bane, and that the Meat he gives them ſhould increaſe'theip 
Corruption, that his Corn and Wine, ſhould be turn'd into- 
Contempt of his Majz[ty,and that they ſhould makeuſe of the 
Eaſe he gives them to fight againſt his Laws, that the Plen- 
ty they enjoy by his Providence,ſhould Encourage them to 
make War with him, from whence all their Plenty flows : 
O! What monſtrous Abuſes are here ; if their Children ſhould 
ſerve them {o, what 'Pl-agues would they think too big for 
them? Or ask them if their fellow Servants ſhould recompence 
their kindncties thus, would they not hate the very fight of 
themz and yer muſt God put up Atffrants which they will 
not ? Muſt he be contented under Scorns and Abuſes which 
they will not take Bid them conſider how he waits for 
their Repentance, - and perſwades them to it; Turn ye; faru 
Je, faith the Lord 3 oar Gad,' why will je dje? And yet they 
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fruſtrate 'his Clemericy ; he is patient ; and would, haye, 
them;prevent the blow, and yet they are ready to pluck it- 
down on their own Heads, O ask them how they dare turn- 
Grace into Wantonnefs, and yet expe&t to be Applaud- 
e&d at laſt, with a well doze thou Good and Faithful Servant : 
Have they not heard. of that unprofitable Servant, that was 
_ delivered to the Tormentors, till he ſhould pay. even the 
uttermoſt Farthingz and is not this their Caſe, who make 
light of God's Anger, becauſe he: doth not pour it out up-. 
on them ſo ſoon as their Sins deſerve ? To ſuch the Apoſtle. 
ſpeaks thus, Roy. 2. 1. Therefore art thou inexcuſable O. Mar 
whoſoever thou art, that deſpiſeſt the Richneſs of his Goodneſs, 
and forbearance and long ſuffering, not knowing that the. Good. 
refs .of God leads to-Repentance. Therefore my beloved Brethren 
be ge. Stedfaſt, Onmoveable, always «bounding in the Wark of 
the Lord, foraſminch as yze know that your Labour is not in vain 
in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15: 58. | 
I ſhall Conclude all with the Words of St. Chry/oftome, Ts 
know the Art of Almes, is Greater than to be Crowned with the. 
Diadem of Kings; and zet to Convert one Soul, is greater than 
#0 pour out ten thouſand Talents into the Basket of the Poor. 
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